188                      SHAHABAD DISTRICT
of which 5-5 fall in June, 11-7 in July, 12-3 in August, and 6-8 in September.
Floods are occasionally caused by the river Son overflowing its banks. In recent times the highest floods occurred in 1876 and 1901 j in the latter year the water rose 1-2 feet above any previously recorded level, and it is stated that the river was at one point 17 miles wide. Owing to the cutting of an embankment at Darara by some villagers, the flood found its way into Arrah town and caused considerable damage to house property.
Shahabad was comprised within the ancient kingdom of Magadha, whose capital was at Rajglr in Patna District, and its general history is outlined in the articles on MAGADHA and BIHAR, is ory. .^ ^^ Magadha was eventually merged. It may be added that, when the country relapsed into anarchy on the decline of the Gupta dynasty, Shahabad came under the sway of a number of petty aboriginal chiefs and had a very small Aryan population. The ruling trib'e at this period was the Chero, and the District was till a comparatively recent period in a great degree owned by the Cheros and governed by their chieftains. They were subsequently conquered by Raj put immigrants, and few of them arc now found in Shahabad, though they still number several thousands in the adjoining District of Palamau. Under the Muhammadans Shahabad formed part of the Suba/i of Bihar, and in the sixteenth century was the scene of part of the .struggles which made Sher Shah emperor of Delhi. Sher Shah, after establishing himself at Chunar in the United Provinces, was engaged on the conquest of Bengal. In 1537 Humayun advanced against him, and after a siege of six months reduced his fortress of Chunar and marched into Bengal. Sher Shah then shut himself up in Rohtasgctrh, which he had captured by a stratagem, and made no effort to oppose his advance. Humayun spent six months in dissipation in Bengal; but then, finding that Sher Shah had cut off his communications and that his brother at Delhi would not come to his assistance, he retraced his steps and was defeated at Chausa near Buxar. Buxar is also famous as the scene of the defeat in 1764 by Sir Hector Munro of Mir Kasim, in the battle which finally won the Lower Provinces of Bengal for the British. Since then the only event of historical interest is the defence of the Judge's house at ARRAH in the Mutiny of 1857.
Among Hindu remains may be mentioned the temple on the MUNDESWARI Hill dating from the sixth or seventh century. The short reign of Sher Shah is still borne witness to by one of the finest specimens of Muhammadan sepulchral architecture, his own tomb at SASARAM, which he originally held as his jagir. His father's tomb in the same town and the tomb of Bakhtyar Khan, near Chain-